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OHN VAN ALSTINE (born 1952, Johnstown, New York] lived in Wyoming and
Washington. D.C. for several years before moving to New Jersey, where he currently
works. His massive steel and granite sculptures concentrate the vital elements of
sculpture—weight, mass, gravity, space. balance—resulting in dramatic works that
have a guality of barely restrained force and energy. In the structure of his works,
there is a dynamic tension created by the physical nature of the steel and granite.
together with his use of suspension, gravity and balance.

Van Alstine’s hand is evident in his art; his works reveal the intense strength and
force necessary to manipulate very resistant materials. There is alsoc a more subtle
tension produced by his combination of man-made and natural materials, which ex-
emplifies the elemental opposition of nature and culture in our society.,

Although composed of the same materials that the Minimalist sculptors of the
1960s and 1970s used. Van Alstine's monumental works are not impenetrable; in-
stead they are evocative and referential. His sculptures do not passively sit by and
wait to be noticed. They provoke responses by aggressively interacting with their
environment and directly assaulting the viewer, demanding attention. Simultane-
ously humorous and threatening, the animation of Van Alstine’s sculptures is further
enhanced by titles that shape the interpretation of his works.
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